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Claims 7 to 10 concern the use of an agent defined by reference to a desired 
property, namely an agent inducing the metabolic path of the p53 gene. 
The claims cover the use of all agent having said characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides a support basis as defined by PCT Article 6 
and/or a disclosure as defined by PCT Article 5 for none of said agents. In the 
present case, the claims are lacking in support and the application is lacking in 
disclosure to such an extent that it is not possible to carry out any significant 
search on the whole spectrum covered by the claims. Notwithstanding the 
reasons evoked above, the claims also lack clarity. Indeed, there has been an 
attempt to define the agent by the result to be achieved. In the present context, 
such lack of clarity is likewise such that it is not possible to carry out any 
significant search on the whole spectrum covered by the claims. Consequently, 
no search report can be established for Claims 7 to 10. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of claims, 
conceming inventions in respect of which no search report has been established 
need not be the subject of a preliminary examination report (PCT Rule 66.1 (e)). 
The applicant is wamed that the guideline adopted by the EPO acting in its 
capacity as International Preliminary Examining Authority is not to proceed 
with a preliminary examination of a subject matter unless a search has been 
carried out thereon. This position will remain unchanged, notwithstanding that 
the claims have or have not been modified, either after receiving the search 
report, or during any procedure under Chaper II. 
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